The baseline SOFI that resulted from the use of the new data sets for the variables is shown in Figure 2 .1. The data and their sources, extrapolations, and equations for forecasting are available in the State of the Future Index section in GFIS (http://themp.org) under "Research."
A one-to-one comparison with the SOFIs prepared in earlier years would be misleading, since some of the variables have changed. However, overall, the shape of this year's SOFI is similar to earlier indexes: the growth rate over the coming 10 years will be slower than over the past 20 years. This is mostly due to the slow recovery after the 2008 economic crises. It is reflected in the SOFI decrease in 2009 and a smaller decrease in 2011. One of the variables that has a large impact on the 2015 SOFI projection is the number of terrorist attacks. If terrorism could be contained, the world outlook and the rate of growth would appear to be considerably better.
A sensitivity analysis (using multiple regressions) revealed that the following variables would have a highly significant impact on the overall SOFI:
 Terrorism incidents  Economic income inequality  Foreign direct investment, net inflows  Renewable internal freshwater resources per capita  Energy efficiency (GDP per unit of energy use) The world seems to be making progress in more areas than it is regressing or stagnating in, but since the areas of stagnation or regress are crucially important for human and planetary survival, addressing them should be a top priority. The V4 SOFI study also used the national comparison SOFI to compare the SOFI of the four countries. Further analysis of this comparison could help highlight areas of progress and develop an understanding for why some countries are making more progress than others and therefore, when possible, promote opportunities for learning from each other's experience. Figure 2 .10 presents the resulting comparison graph. With further funding and additional European partners, the V4 project consortium is planning to expand the SOFI computation for other European countries and develop a more Europe-specific set of variables (Regional-Focus SOFI). SOFI's computation at global, national, and regional or sectoral levels is being continuously improved in methodology, set of variables, and computation technique. The Millennium Project is also working on developing an automated computation, to make it easier for anyone to construct SOFIs tailored to their specific objectives.
Variables included in the global 2015 SOFI
The "best" and "worst" values in 2025 have been decided through RTD studies and updated by the Millennium Project staff.
Figure 2.11 GNI per capita, PPP (constant 2011 international $)

